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Lucy Evangeline Dudley 1907-1996 

One of seven children, Lucy Evangeline Dudley, or Eva as she was known, was born 
in Johannesburg on 12 April 1907. When she was 3 years old, her parents moved to 
Pieternlaritzburg where she was always to live. 

Her parents instilled in their children the Christian values which Eva so strongly 
supported and around which her whole life revolved. To those who knew her, it was 
this quality which so set her apart. She never flaunted her views but followed her 
beliefs with strength and conviction. 

After completing her schooling at Berg Street School at the age of 15, she had 
hoped to become a nurse but it was felt that she was not physically strong enough for 
such taxing work. She retained her fascination for medical matters throughout her 
life and with her deeply sympathetic nature, interest in people and propensity for hard 
work, she would certainly have achieved well in that profession. However, these 
qualities stood her in good stead for the work which she was to choose, and in January 
1923 she began work at the Natal Society Library where she worked in the Lending 
Department. In later years she was responsible for maintaining the file of subscribers 
and it was in this particular role that her special qualities were most appreciated. 

On the occasion of Eva's sixtieth birthday, Miss Sue Judd the Chief Librarian in 
a letter ofappreciation wrote: 'Your tact and courtesy have done an enormous amount 
towards the Library's reputation for civility and service'. 

In 1967 as a measure of their appreciation of her work and in anticipation of the 
work load that would arise through the Library's becoming a free service, the Natal 
Society Council decided to retain her services. In notifying her, Miss Judd wrote: 
,... I very much hope you will decide to stay on, as I feel your imperturbable goodwill 
and your knowledge ofthe mem bers will be ofgreat assistance in helping me to effect 
a smooth changeover in August'. 

After this time, Eva's duties were changed. With the increased use of the Library 
and subsequent increase in book purchases, she was responsible for many tasks 
pertaining to the processing of new books. She continued in this role until her 
retirement at the end of May 1983, after an astonishing 60 years' service. 

In spite of her busy working day, she always had the time to listen as staff 
members, friends and library borrowers alike, who would confide in her, sharing both 
the joyful and sad occurrences in their lives. She came to know a vast number of 
people and it can well be said that she was one of Pietermaritzburg's most loved and 
respected personalities. 

It was not only in her professional life that Eva was known. She had a fine soprano 
voice and it is this talent which gave her the most fulfilment and reward. 

Her father was a deeply religious man, and recognizing her talent from an early 
age, had her voice trained so that she could, in his words 'sing to the glory of God'. 
In the realisation of this mission, she accompanied her father on his many preaching 
appointments throughout the country. She achieved an Honours certificate through 
Trinity College Cambridge; the quality of her voice attracted attention and she 
received several offers to have her voice trained overseas. Remembering her father's 
wish and the purpose for which her voice had originally been trained, Eva refused 
the offers and what might have been international recognition. She never regretted 
this, as she was able to follow her chosen path. She was a founder member of the 
Pietermaritzburg Philharmonic Choir and a member of the Metropolitan Methodist 
Church Choir. 
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As a soloist she made many recordings for radio broadcasts; she sang at civic 
functions, weddings, musical mornings and concerts. A highlight in her singing career 
was in 1949, when she took one of the solo parts in the Philharmonic Society's 
production of Handel' s Messiah. 

Although Eva's singing occupied much ofher time, she was active in many other 
areas. She was a founder member of the Metropolitan Methodist Church Evening 
Women's Auxiliary and was elected its first president and was also a member of the 
Chapel Bible Study group. 

Those of us who were privileged to have been her colleagues in both the 'old' and 
the 'new' Natal Society Library will remember with pleasure and affectionate 
admiration her many qualities, not the least of which was her unfailing sense of 
humour and her gracious acceptance oflife's misfortunes. 

In The Natal Witness of 4th June 1983, Angus Rose as 'Columnist at large' 
referring to her sixty years service wrote: 'Miss L.E. Dudley has worked for the Natal 
Society Library since before many of us were born. She is retiring ... after a career 
which has witnessed countless changes in the world of books ... I can but applaud 
Miss Dudley's devotion and tenacity and wish her well for her active retirement.' 

Eva died at the age of 89 on 11 October 1996. 

JENNY LANCASTER 

JUNE FARRER 

J.A. V Fairbrother 1907-1996 


Professor John Fairbrother, a former Head of the Physics Department (Durban and 
Pietermaritzburg) in the University of Natal, Dean of the Science Faculty in both 
centres and Professor Emeritus, died recently in Howick at the age of 89. He leaves 
his wife Mildred after 65 years of married life and three married sons, Michael and 
Barry living in Johannesburg, Christopher in Canada. 

Born in England, in fact within the soun'd ofBow bells in London, which reputedly 
made him a Cockney, Fairbrother received his university education in Reading. In 
his doctorate, completed in 1929 at the early age of22, he investigated the ionizing 
effects of X-rays. During subsequent employment in British industry for ten years he 
developed a healthy but good-humoured disrespect for industrial integrity at the time. 
Many years later in South Africa, after an arranged meeting with a wealthy 
industrialist, he remarked without rancour to a friend 'I wouldn't demean myself by 
becoming a millionaire'. His X-ray interests were continued when he was appointed 
to the Medical Research Council in London to compare the therapeutic effects of 
X-rays and gamma-rays from radium. In 1942 he joined Sir Francis Simon's team in 
Oxford, working both there and at the Atomic Energy Research Establishment at 
Harwell on that most 'hush-hush' ofmi litary projects - the separation of the uranium 
isotopes for a nuclear bomb. As dreadful a weapon as this is, and Fairbrother knew 
it to be, he also saw nuclear fusion as the hope of a new society, bringing clean and 
cheap energy without the pollution and the degrading work, as it then was, of coal 
mining. But, in his own words, 'The scientist showed its benefits, the politicians 
turned it to something evil'. Fairbrother's experimental research during these years 
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